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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a globally flat surface at an atomic level by 
removing the irregularities existing on a semiconductor crystal substrate. 
CONSTITUTION: A substrate 1 is irradiated with an Ion beam at the 
approximately parallel angle. At this time, ions 3 of the ion beam are 
reflected from a terrace part 2 of the surface for the substrate 1. When a 
step edge 4 exists, the ions 3 enter into the side surface approximately 
vertically. Therefore, sputtering occurs, and the step edge 4 is selectively 
etched. 
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